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Hello Friends, 
here's how to use this 
week's free giff. 


Next week you'll get the stickers so you can make 
funny faces for Adder and Rollo on your sticker board. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 
credit card. wic! 


If you haven't got Nt Ph 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 

1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 

part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 

Whether you're getting your copies from 

your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastem Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 

If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1994 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 

© 1992 EBU. 

Licensed td BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
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Having been humiliated by the 
otters, Lean Vixen decided to seek 
revenge. She placed poisoned 
voles outside their homes, which 
the otters duly ate. Now they were 
fighting for their lives ... 


The otters were desperate to find a cure for 
the sickness. Some of the cubs were failing 
fast and Sleek Otter was at her wits’ end. 
One of the females told her to seek Smooth 
Otter’s advice. 


Smooth Otter greeted her gravely. “I can 
guess why you're here. The problem is, we 
otters have not been eating any of the water 
plants,” he told her. “Small quantities of 
cress taken with our usual food — fish — kept 
us healthy. Look for them where the river 
runs clear.” 


Chapter 3: 
Changes 


Sleek Otter whistled with new hope as she 
dived into the stream and paddled against 
the current. When she had found the place, 
she tore off mouthfuls of the deep green 
leaves with her teeth. 


“I’m coming my babies, I’m coming,” she 
murmured, as her body rippled through the 
water. She swooped up from the stream into 
her dry holt entrance and scattered the plant 
stems by the still bodies of her cubs. “You 
must eat this,” she said. “Please eat!” But it 
was too late. Lean Vixen had got her revenge. 


Other youngsters had died. But some of the 
stronger adults, who had eaten the plants, 
survived. They were so grateful to Smooth 
Otter for his advice that they began looking 
on him as their leader. 


After the scare, the otters tried once more to 
rely on their normal diet of fish, but soon 
these prey were almost exhausted again. 


“We have no choice — we must return to the 
woods,” Smooth Otter said. “The woods are 
dangerous,” another male argued. “Do we 
want to poison ourselves again?” 


Smooth Otter’s whiskers twitched. “We have 
no alternative but to hunt where the foxes, 
stoats and weasels catch their prey. They're 
not sick. So we watch what they catch and 
then —” he whistled “ — we take it from them.” 


The other otters were not convinced, and 
asked how they would win a fight with a fox. 
“When they’ve made a kill, we’ll rush in and 
whisk it away before they know we’re 
around,” Smooth Otter explained, with 
confidence. 


a zy 
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Meanwhile, the other Farthing Wood hunters 
thought their problems were over. Lean Vixen 
and Sly Stoat had congratulated themselves 
on their clever plan. As the snow melted and 
spring arrived, prey was easier to find, and 
the animals began to pair off. 


Stout Fox was tracking an old rabbit, when 
he saw a stout-looking vixen. “She looks as 
though she’s looked after herself over the 
winter, perhaps she’d be a suitable mate,” 
he thought. : 


He gave up hunting and lay down to watch 
her tactics with the rabbit. She began to 
chase her tail while the old buck rabbit sat. 
entranced. Stout Fox grinned as he saw the 
rabbit puzzled, but unafraid. The vixen 
twirled around, coming closer and closer 
without the rabbit suspecting anything. 
Suddenly, she pounced and, before the rabbit 
knew what had happened, he was dead. 


“Bravo!” barked Stout Fox, as he rushed 
forward. “A fine example of skill. Where 
have you been hiding? I don’t think we’ve 
met before.” 


The vixen guarded her kill in case Stout Fox 
was trying to trick her. “I don’t hide,” she 
replied, coolly, “but I cover a lot of ground.” 
She saw Stout Fox eyeing the rabbit, “Are you 
hoping to share my food?” she asked. 


“No, no. I was merely admiring what I saw,” 
he replied. “Well, after all,” she said in a more 
friendly tone, “there’s more than enough for 
one. Do you have a den? Mine’s a long way 
off.” The pair wandered off together to enjoy 
their meal in comfort. 


But all was not to be quiet for long. Sly Stoat 
was the first to fall victim to the otters’ 
tactics. Smooth Otter snatched a shrew 

from the stoat. 


“Easy come, easy go,” the otter sneered at the 
stoat, who was too stunned to react. 


“Any of us can get the better of an animal the 
size of a stoat,” said Slow Otter, making 
Smooth Otter drop the shrew. “What about a 
fox?” he asked. 


Smooth Otter was stung into action; he was 
determined to prove himself. He went off, 
leaving Slow Otter to follow. After a while of 
wandering aimlessly, Slow Otter stopped. He 
was hungry and lost. Suddenly, there was a 
tremendous commotion elsewhere in the 
Wood. The barking and shrieking made it 
sound like a serious fight. He raced over to 
see what was the matter. 


When he arrived, the fighting was nearly 
over. Smooth Otter and Lean Vixen were 
tugging at a pheasant. With a final wrench, 
the vixen tore the body loose and Smooth 
Otter was left with only the pheasant’s head 
in his mouth. 


“You stupid animal,” Lean Vixen snarled. “Do 
you plan to pull food from our jaws? Try those 
tricks again and we foxes will drive you from 

the Wood!” 


It was Smooth Otter’s turn to feel humiliated 
and he turned to go. ‘I won’t give up that 
easily, Smooth Otter vowed, grimly. 


An abridgement of FARTHING WOOD — THE ADVENTURE BEGINS by Colin Dann, published by Hutchinson Children’s Books at £8.99 


All About... 


The Atlantic halibut is 

the largest flatfish in the 
Atlantic, reaching 2.5m 

or more. It prefers cold 
temperatures and often 

sinks down to deeper 

waters to keep cool. It is 

usually greenish-grey 

with a white underside. 

Its jaws are large to 

- cope with the 
crustaceans, molluscs 

and fish it feeds on. 
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6CHi! My name's Plaice and I'm 
one of 24 different kinds of 
flatfish that you might find in 
the seas off Britain and lreland. 
We should really be called 
sidefish. When you look at my 
spotted side you probably think 
that’s my back. In fact, it’s one 
of my sides — even though it's 
got two eyes on it. 

Most of us flatfish lay our eqgs 
at sea and spend the first weeks 
of our lives near the surface. But 
then we sink down to the seabed 
and feed on small creatures that 
live on the bottom, like cockles, 
razor shells, bristleworms and 
sandhoppers. We Plaice stay quite 
close to the shore for about four 
years and then we swim off to 
deeper waters.99 


Weasel's Easel 


Naturalists 
ki 
eHish hor talk 


about 


This yellowish-brown 
Norwegian topknot is the 
smallest flatfish off British 
coasts, growing to only about 
12cm. Its blotchy markings 
help to camouflage it against 
rocky, pebbly backgrounds, so 
it is quite difficult to spot. If you 
do catch one, you'll discover 
that its scales are rough. 


Ngaaioa! 


NEW RECORD 

Fishermen caught a giant Plaice 
in their nets in the English 
Channel in June 1994. lt 
measured nearly 1m and weighed 
a record-breaking 9.3kg. 


You can recognize us Plaice by our 
orange spots. Our skin is smooth, but we 
have a row of bony knobs curving away 

from our eyes. My upper side is brown and 
my underside is usually white. | have sharp 
teeth in my mouth, which | use to bite off 
the soft feeding tubes of certain shellfish. 
More teeth in my gullet help me to crunch up 
thin-shelled creatures like razor shells and 
tellins. We grow slowly - most of us reach 
50-60cm (that’s if we’re not caught by 
fishermen before we’re fully grown). We can 
live for up to 30 years. 


& 


All About... 


Becoming flat 


66When our larvae hatch out of 
their eggs, they are shaped just 
like other young fish, with one 
eye on each side of their body. 
But over a period of a few weeks, 
their shape changes completely. 
Their bodies look as if they have 
been put between the pages of 
an extremely heavy book, with 
their sides touching the pages, 
and flattened. There’s one big 
difference, though. Instead of 
having one eye on each flattened 
side, we end up with two eyes on 
the same side and none on the 
other. This means that when we 
are lying on the seabed, we can 
see everything above us clearly. 
How does this happen? Well, one 
eye actually moves across the 
body to join the other.99 


NOT ALL FLAT FISH ARE FLATFISH 


Although fish like skates are flat in shape, they are different to 
flatfish in being flattened from above and below. They emerge 
from their egg-cases shaped this way. If you came face to face 
with a ray underwater, you would see that its mouth is a 
horizontal opening on the underside of its body. The mouth of a 
flatfish, like this Flounder (right), is a vertical opening at the end 


of its face. 


From fry to flatfish 


As it becomes even flatter, one 
eye starts to move across to 
the other side of the body. 


SSNS 
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Female Plaice lay up to 
500,000 eggs between 
December and April. 
After about three weeks 
of floating about on the 
surface, the eggs hatch. 
The newly hatched larva 
is about 6mm long. It is 
transparent and feeds 
on plankton. 


It has reached about 10mm by 
the time it is eight weeks and has 
already started to change shape. 
Its body is deeper and flatter. 


The Brill has a broad body. It is usually 
brown, with lighter and darker blotches and 
speckles. Scientists have discovered that it 
can change the colour of its skin to blend 
in with its background in just 60 seconds. 
lt does this by expanding or contracting 
the cells in the pigment of its skin. 


“N 
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By the time both eyes are on the 
same side, the young Plaice is 
ready to swim like the adults, with 
what used to be the left side of its 
body facing the seabed. It is about 
16mm long. The upper side of its 
body is brown and has not yet 
developed orange spots. 


SEER 


The turbot is shaped like a dinner plate. Like the 
Brill, it can change its skin colour. It spends most 
of its time in sandy or gravelly parts of the sea, 
but it can also live in the brackish water of 
estuaries. Instead of scales, it has a covering of 
bony humps, called tubercles. 
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Joshua Palmer, aged 612 
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AN EXTRACT FROM A POEM 
BY HELEN MCDOWELL 
And so this band of heroes, 
Made it to White Deer Park, 
ere many made them 
welcome, 
While others Watched and 
snarled, 
Their Farthing Home 
destroyeq 
And many good friends gone, 
But the great faithful band 
Always soldiereq on, 


What do 
burglare? 
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aged 9 


Lydia Morris, aged 7 


HERE’S AN EXTRACT FROM A SToRy By 
ELEANOR PASKELL, AGED 9 > 
Suddeniy the animals SaW a figure coming 


towards them ... it Seemed to be on all fours. It 
Was quite big though ... as it came Nearer it was 
a... a... Tiger, ‘Ahbhh, help!” As Soon as they 


started to run away the Tiger stopped, “Why 


be friends with you, The animals stopped in 


astonishment, Warily they Came nearer. “But a 


tiger is fierce, isn’t it?” The Tiger replied, “Yes, 


tf 

of course not,” they said, and the Tiger came 

‘Nearer. “What is your name?” Said Fox, “Well, to 
tell the truth | don’t really know my name. | was 


taken aWay from my mother when | was a 


Young cub, and taken away to this ZOO,” “Come 


, What a Surprise,” said Vixen, 
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Secret World of... 


You should be able to find 11 
mosquitos flying through the cave. 


With a body smaller than a 
human thumb, the Lesser 
horseshoe bat is one of 
Britain’s tiniest mammals. It 
roosts in dark, damp places, 
hanging alone, or as 
part of a small 
group. 


The vegetation around theentrance to the 
cave is a perfect place for mice to nest. They 
hide away during the day and come out at 
night to hunt for food. 


stalagtites 
are formed as i 

water drips 

from the ceiling 

of the cave. Each 

water droplet leaves behind a 
deposit of minerals. These 
build up and eventually form a 
stalactite, which hangs from 


Although not usually found here, trout are the ceiling. When the droplets 
sometimes washed into cave pools from hit the floor they leave further 
underground rivers. After living in the dark, with deposits that grow upwards, 


little food available, they appear much smaller, 
thinner and paler, with enlarged heads and eyes. 


forming a stalagmite. 


The Cave 
spider lays its 
eggsina 
pear-shaped 
sac, which it 
makes from 
tough silk. It 
hangs the sac 
from the wall of 
the cave and 
stands guard Herald moths hibernate on the cave 
until the eggs roof from late autumn until spring. As 
hatch out. the weeks pass, their wings become 
covered with droplets of water, which 
condense from the damp air. 


Pill millipedes live inside 

ms the cave close to the 

/ ye B\ entrance. They spend their 

. way time scavenging and 

Pu \ feeding on bat droppings, 
which are rich in nutrients. 


Discovering Nature 


Pomona 
What do apples have to do with 
Halloween? Thousands of years ago, 
the Romans held a huge celebration 
each autumn in praise of Pomona, 
the goddess of fruit. They thanked 
Pomona for the harvest by 
offering her apples and nuts. Ever 
since then, apples have been an 
important part of Halloween. 


HALLOWEEN 
TRADITIONS 


Many everyday thingsss are part 
of the Halloween festivities - 
applesss, brooms, turnips - even 
the family pussy-cat! I’m going to 
tell you about a few of them, but 
I won’t make it too ssscary. 


Squirrel says 


Brush the apple 

often with salt-water 
to stop it going 
brown. 


Watch this apple face get 
creepier as the apple 
shrivels. Ask an adult to 
help you use the knife. 


APPLE FACES / 


You will need: q Peel and core an apple. 2 Make cuts for the 
large apple, paring knife, Cut it in half and scratch nose, about Yecm deep, 
cup of salt-water, paint two lines across it to divide down the middle third of 
brush. it roughly into three. the apple. 


3 Scoop out hollows 
for eyes on each side 


4a Make two short cuts for § Slice off four chunks of 


of the nose. lips. To make the nose stick apple to make two ears. 
out, carve a groove either Round off any sharp corners. 
side of it. , 
6 Put the apple in a warm, 
dry place for at least three 


days while it shrivels up. 


fuse wire 


WITEN'S BROOM 
If you can’t make this fly, you could 


always use it to help sweep up in 
your garden or yard. 


You will need: 

old broom or mop handle, long 
twigs, 2cm-thick wooden peg 
(about 10cm long). 


3 Drill a2cm hole 
through the handle 
at this point. Push a 
wooden peg 
through (you may 


: 2 Cut down an old 
Mi, broom handle to about 
1m, or however long feels 
comfortable for you. Hold 
your twigs against the 
handle so that they stick need to hammer it), 
out at least 10cm below so that it sticks out 
the bottom of the handle. an equal amount on 
Then mark a spot on the each side. 
handle about 6cm down 
from the top of the twigs. 


Scare yourself and your friends (but not too 
much) with these shadow puppets." 


You will need: 
thin card, sticky tape, torch, pencil, scissors, pea 
sticks or thin bamboo canes, tracing paper. 


4 Trace the templates on to thin 


When you're out on walks, collect 
4 : card and cut them out. 


long, bendy twigs for your broom head. 
Try and find ones that are roughly the 
same length (about 50cm). 


Ask an adult to help you 
7 with steps 2 and 3. 
45 ‘ 


= = == ——— @)e 
ore) i CR Els) ata wD @ Hold the twigs round the handle 


again, and bind the twigs to the 


a) Ap p I e ga mes W handle with cord, as shown. 


Apples are said to possess special powers 


on Halloween ... : 
. @ § When the twigs are held 
PIPPY PROSPECTS securely, cut the cord and tie it to 
Z| A trip across 
the ocean 


® Tape each puppet 
to a pea stick. 


3 Turn on your torch, turn off 
the lights and you're ready for 
some scary puppet theatre. 
Ask a friend to hold the torch 
while you move the puppets 
around, keeping them in the 
torch beam so they make 
shadows on the wall. 


Do you believe that you can tell your future the peg with a strong knot. 
from an apple? Some people do! 

Cut an apple in half. Keep half for yourself and 
give the other half to a friend. 

Count the pips, then read what they tell you 
about your future. 


You'll live to a 
ripe old age 


Your wishes will 
come true 


going to the 
chemist to get 
something 
for m 
CATarrh. 


WEDDING BELLS 
Peel an apple very carefully, so that 
the peel comes off in one long, 
winding piece. 


Swing the peel over your head three 
times, saying, 
“Paring, paring, long and green, 


You're such a 
sCATter-brain - | bet 
you miss the bus. 


I'm going to CATch 
the bus into town 
this afternoon. 


Really, are you going 
to the CATtle market? 


CATVERSATION 


In one English village, a long time ago, 
it was said that elves rode on the back 
of the villagers’ cats one Halloween. 
After that, the villagers locked their 
cats up on Halloween so that the elves 
couldn’t get at them. 

Play this silly cat game where every 
sentence of your conversation has to 
have the word ‘cat’ in it somewhere. 


Tell my fate for Halloween.” 
Drop the peel behind you. If it makes 
the shape of a letter, that letter is 

said to be the first initial of the 
person you will marry. 


And so on. The first 
person who can’t 
think of a ‘cat’ 
sentence, is out. 
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The moon was full as Bold, Shadow and Crow . 
made their way through White Deer Park. The 
night was still and every sound seemed louder 

S . than usual. 
ec “It feels eerie. tonight — as though something is 

going to happen,” said Shadow. 

“That’s because it’s Halloween,” replied Bold. 

A moment later, a bat flitted by and, at the same 
time, there was a loud screech. Shadow nearly 
jumped out of her skin. 

“It’s only Owl hunting!” Crow gave a loud cackle. 

“No, it’s not!” cried Badger, pointing. Crow 
turned — and there in front of him pranced a 
ghost! 

“Let’s catch it!” yelled Bold. The ghost flew off 
with the three friends trailing behind. 


STARS IN THE SKY 
Which star in the sky is 
exactly the same as A? 


(7 out, write down the first letter of each object. 
ag@You can make the name of one of the Farthing 
f Wood Friends from some (not all) of these 

ps letters — do you know which creature it is? 


ich creature is dressed up as a ghost? To find 


“We'll never catch it!” puffed Shadow. But Bold 


and Crow had gone ahead. Bold drew closer to 15 BATTY BATS 
the flapping ghost — and then he pounced. The Can you find eight 
bats hidden in the 


sheet came off to reveal — guess who? 

“It was only a joke!” giggled the creature. “And | 
had you fooled for a while, didn’t I!” 

The others just laughed with relief. “I’ve had 
enough of Halloween,” said Shadow. “Let’s all go 
to my house for a lovely hot drink.” And that’s 
exactly what they did. 


‘s Sis picture? 
18 DK 7 


CROSS NUMBER 

You know what a crossword is — well, here’s a 
cross number! Read the clues and fill them in as 
you would a crossword, See if you can do it 
without a calculator — it’s not too difficult! 


Clues 

Across 

A What date in October is Halloween? 
B Half of 500 

DA gross 

E Five centuries 

G Number of weeks in a year 

111x11 

K133x3= 

L If a person born in 1900 died in 1973, how 
many years did they live? 


Down 

A Number of days in a year 

B Two dozen 

C 3465 + 2000 = 

D A decade 

F 29 minutes past 7 in the morning on a 24 
hour clock 

H 874 - 631 = 

| & J First and last years as a teenager 


Fly your flapping bat across a dark room and scare your friends! 


| FLAPPING BAT 


; @ Put the middle of the nylon string § Hold one end of the string in each hannl 
You'll need a sheet of thin black card, black paper about on to a hook on the back of your door. Let the bat slide to your hands. Then 
7x 3cm, 2 pipe cleaners, a small curtain ring, 8m thin. Slide the ends of the string through quickly pull the strings apart — and watch 
nylon thread, pencil, glue, sticky tape and scissors. the curtain ring. : the bat whizz to the door! 


C 
xX 
SS 
@ Fold the card in half and @ Make the body by rolling the 3 Put the curtain ring upright 
Hee] craw a bat wing on one side. paper into a tube. Glue the edge. in the middle of the wings and 
ie Cut out the shape but leave Bend and glue a pipe cleaner at fix with sticky tape. Glue the 
-in7} the folded edge. each end for ears and legs. wings to the body. 


fs 


GHOSTLY JOKES 

Match the beginnings and endings Why are ghosts 

of these jokes. shortsighte d bad at 
telling lies ? 


ghosts wear? 


Because you 


can see right Why are ghosts 


_noisiest 


Down: A 365, B 24, C 5465, D 10, F 0729, 


D 144, E500, G 52, 1 121, K 399, L 73. 
H 243,113,519. 
GHOSTLY JOKES 1E, 2B, 3A, 4F, 5C, 6D. 


STARS IN THE SKY 18 matches A. 
CROSS NUMBER Across: A 31, B 250, 


WHO IS IT? Weasel! 


ANSWERS 


What do ghosts 
eat for dinner? 


w/ What i¢ a ghosts 
favourite day ? 


Whats a ghosts 
best dessert? 


Colour if in a | 
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